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Foreword 


Between 1891 and 1955, the years covered by this compilation, the number 
of dissertations written in American literature grew from a trickle to a tor- 
rent. The earliest title in this volume is a study, produced at Cornell Uni- 
versity, of American English spoken in Ithaca, New York; and the latest item 
remains unidentified among more than 150 others turned out in the United 
States and Western Europe during the past year. In all, this list contains 
more than 2,500 theses written at approximately 100 universities. There is 
much illuminating information to be mined from this compilation about trends 
and tastes in literary fashion, and the list offers data to document the fact of 
the United States’ growing importance in the twentieth-century world; but 
the chief purpose of the list is to provide a reference tool for students of 
American literature and directors of graduate study. 

It has been apparent for several years that an up-to-date list of all disser- 
tations ever written anywhere in American literature was needed. Important 
early compilations long have been out of date. The list published in American 
Literature in 1933 by Ernest E. Leisy and Jay B. Hubbell contained 406 titles 
and was complete through 1932; Lewis Leary’s supplement, published in 
American Literature in 1948, added 1,142 titles accumulated from another 
fifteen years of graduate studies.1. Since 1948 an additional 936 dissertations 
have been written, and the student who wishes to avoid duplicating earlier 
research or even to find out what has been done in his area of special interest 
must comb the quarterly installments of “Research in Progress” for eight 
years as well as search the earlier cumulative lists. There is, of course, no 
reason why old fields should not be replowed occasionally, but this compila- 
tion reveals that many projects apparently are undertaken without the knowl- 
edge or benefit of duplicating studies. One ought to be embarrassed to dis- 
cover that his topic completed this year at an Eastern university was written 
under the identical title three years ago at a prominent Western institution. 
This sometimes happens. 

Reasonable efforts have been made to achieve accuracy and completeness 
in this list, but errors and omissions inevitably will turn up. The listing of 
dissertations in progress is especially incomplete, because only those titles are 
given that authors and directors of graduate studies have reported. No at- 
tempt has been made to include theses finished after 1955, though in a few 
instances titles dated 1956 have been listed because the topics previously had 
been reported in progress. No one, least of all the compiler, will be fully satis- 
fied with the classification of titles under the general topic headings. To com- 

1 An important source for German titles is Richard Mummendey, Die Sprache und 
Literatur der Angelsachsen im Spiegel der Deutschen Universitatsschriften, 1885-1950 
(Bonn, 1954); also published as Language and Literature of the Anglo-Saxon Nations 
as Presented in German Doctoral Dissertations, 1885 to 1950 (Charlottesville: Biblio- 
graphical Society of the University of Virginia, 1954). 
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pensate, however, for differences of opinion about the proper ordering of the 
titles, frequent specific and general cross-references have been used to direct 
attention to topics that straddle two or more subjects. 

In December, .1954, the Advisory Council of the American Literature 
Group under the chairmanship of William Charvat approved the bibliogra- 
pher’s proposal that this list be compiled, and voted to subsidize its publication. 
The compiler is indebted to many persons for help in putting this work to- 
gether : deans and staff members of graduate schools, who answered questions ; 
librarians of Duke and Butler universities, who made their reference materials 
available; early keepers of “Research in Progress” and compilers of former 
dissertation lists: Ernest Leisy, Jay B. Hubbell, Gregory Paine, Raymond 
Adams, and Lewis Leary; Lars Ahnebrink, Bernhard Fabian, and Roger 
Asselineau, European members of the Group’s bibliographical committee, who 
helped collect European titles; Robert P. Falk, who as secretary of the Ameri- 
can Literature Group encouraged this project; J. Albert Robbins of Indiana 
University, who answered queries; Ashbel Brice of the Duke University 
Press, who skilfully edited this list and expedited its publication ; and my wife, 
Roberta Woodress, who did most of the drudgery of checking titles, typing 
manuscript, and reading proof. 

James Woodress 
Butler University 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


Note on Form, Symbols, and Abbreviations 


The titles in this compilation have been arranged alphabetically by subject, 
first by individual authors, then by general topics. Within each subject classi- 
fication the dissertations are alphabetized by writer. The titles have been 
shortened wherever possible by using a symbol for the subject author, as “HA”’ 
for Henry Adams. The name of the degree-granting institution has been 
abbreviated as much as seemed practical: “Ohio State” for the Ohio State 
University ; “Columbia” for Columbia University ; “NM” for the University 
of New Mexico; “Pa” for the University of Pennsylvania; “NC” for the 
University of North Carolina. All state universities have been represented by 
the standard state abbreviations. 

Washington University at St. Louis is “Wash (St. Louis) ,” the University 
of California at Los Angeles is “Cal (Los Angeles),” the University of South- 
ern California is ‘“So Cal,” and where there are two institutions with the same 
name, parenthetical identification has been used: “St. John’s (Brooklyn).” 
To identify the two Berlin universities, the symbol (H) or (F) has been 
placed after titles begun or completed since 1945 at Humboldt Universitat 
(East Berlin) and Freie Universitat (West Berlin). George Peabody Col- 
lege for Teachers is “Peabody” and George Washington University is “Geo 
Wash.” 

The two digits which follow the name of the institution indicate the year 
that the dissertation was completed, and if there is no date given, the omission 
means that the dissertation was still in progress at the time this list went to 
press. On occasion, when the information was readily available, the abbrevia- 
tion “publ” follows the date of a foreign title to indicate that the work has 
been published. If the dissertation was Nor written in a department of 
English, the following symbols have been used to record the various disciplines 
involved : 


A American Civilization or American Studies 
Cc Classics 

E Education 

HG Economics 

FA Fine Arts 


* No attempt has been made to indicate whether or not a completed American disser- 
tation has been published. The Leisy-Hubbell list (American Literature, IV, 419-465, 
Jan., 1933) supplied this information, but in recent years, as dissertations have proliferated, 
fewer and fewer have been published in full. Many of the 133 American and Canadian 
universities that give the Ph.D. degree, however, require partial publication, abstracting, 
or photoduplication on microfilm. For a tabulation of current information about publish- 
ing requirements in various universities, see the front matter in the latest volume of 
Doctoral Dissertations Accepted by American Universities . . . (New York: H. W. 
Wilson Co.). In addition, seventy universities now co-operate with University Micro- 
films of Ann Arbor, Michigan, to make their theses available on microfilm. Abstracts of 
these dissertations appear monthly in Dissertation Abstracts. 


vill Note on Form, Symbols, and Abbreviations 


G German 

H History 

LS Library Science 

Pp Philosophy 

ES Political Science 

R Religion 

RL Romance Languages 
S Speech or Drama 


Soc Sociology 
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1891-1955 


ADAMS, HENRY Altenbernd, A. Lynn. The Influence of European Travel on the 
Political and Social Outlook of HA, William Dean Howells, and Mark Twain. 
Ohio State 54. 

Baym, Max J. The French Education of HA. Columbia H 51. 

Bunker, Robert M. The Idea of Failure in HA, Charles Sanders Peirce, and Mark 
Twain. NM A 55. 

Cater, Harold D. HA and His Friends: A Collection of His Unpublished Letters. 
Columbia H 47. 

Chalfant, Edward. HA and History. Pa 54. 

Crumley, Moreene. The Reputation of HA. Chicago 54. 

Healy, Sister Mary Aquinas. The Relation of the Rational and Non-Rational in HA, 
including His Attitude toward Women. Wis. 

Hume, Robert A. The Education of HA: A Critical Estimate. Cornell 40. 

Hunner, Wesley L. Art and Esthetics in the Life of HA. Wash 51. 

Jordy, William H. HA: Science and Power in History: A Study in the Historical 
Temperament. Yale A 48. 

Joyce, James L. HA: Etude sur la formation de ses idées et de son oeuvre (1858- 
1890). Paris 51. 

Khairallah, George A. The Aesthetic Imagination in HA. Columbia. 

LeClair; Robert C. Three American Travelers in England: James Russell Lowell, 
Henry James, and HA. Pa 44. 

Levenson, Jacob C. HA: The Historian as Artist. Harvard A 51. 

Meyer, Andrew G. HA, Historian. NY H 48. 

Miller, Richard F. HA as a Reformer, with an A Bibliography. Wash 47. 

Page, Evelyn. HA, Aristarch. Pa H 52. 

Preuschen, Karl A. Das Problem der “Unity” und “Multiplicity” in seiner literarischen 
Gestaltung bei HA. Frankfort 54 publ. 

Reingold, Nathan. Science and History: A Study of the Thought of John Quincy 
Adams, HA, and Brooks Adams. Pa A. 

Samuels, Ernest. The Early Career of HA. Chicago 42. 

Sandelin, Clarence K. The Educational Philosophy of HA: A Brahmin Contribution 
to Critical Realism. Wis 56. 

Schieber, Alois. Autobiographies of American Novelists: Howells, Mark Twain, 
Henry James, HA, and Dreiser. Wis. 

Spence, Robert. HA on the Literary and Plastic Arts. Wis. 

Wasser, Henry. HA, Lay Philosopher of Science. Columbia 51. 


ADAMS, J. Q. Goodfellow, Donald. The Literary Life of JQA. Harvard 45. 
See Reingold, s.v. ADAMS, H. 


AIKEN, CONRAD Southworth, Margaret L. CA: A Critical and Biographical 
Study. Wis. 


ALCOTT, A. B. See Christy, sv. TRANSCENDENTALISM. 

Haefner, George E. A Critical Estimate of the Educational Theories and Practices 
of ABA. Columbia E 37. 

McCuskey, Dorothy A. ABA, Educator. Yale E 36. 


ALDRICH, T. B. See Cary, s.v. LIT. HIST. 
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Koch, Warren J. TBA: Anticipator of New Trends in American Literature. St. 
John’s (Brooklyn) 55. 

Mangam, Charles. A Critical Biography of TBA. Cornell 50. 

Tuttle, Donald R. TBA’s Editorship of the Atlantic Monthly. Western Reserve 39. 


ALLEN, HERVEY Culver, Montgomery M. HA’s Theory and Practice in His His- 
torical Fiction. Ill. 


ALLSTON, WASHINGTON Winston, George P. WA as a Man of Letters. Syra- 
cuse 55. 


ANDERSON, MAXWELL Bailey, Mabel D. MA: The Playwright as Prophet. 
Iowa 55. 

Blanchard, Fred C. The Place of MA in the American Theater. NY S 39. 

Cox, Martha H. MA and His Critics. Ark 55. 

Mitchell, Albert O. A Study of Irony in the Plays of MA. Wis 39. 


ANDERSON, SHERWOOD Seve Hart, s.v. WRITERS. 

Hilton, Earl R. The Purpose and Method of SA. Minn. 50. 

See Hoffman, s.v. FICTION. 

Phillips, William L. SA’s Winesburg, Ohio: Its Origins, Composition, Technique, and 
Reception. Chicago 50. 

Sutton, William A. SA’s Formative Years (1876-1913). Ohio State 43. 

Thurston, Jarvis A. SA: A Critical Study. Iowa 46. 

See Welsh, s.v. FICTION. 


ARTHUR, T. S. French, Warren G. TSA Views His Times. Tex H 54. 
Koch, Donald A. The Life and Times of TSA. Western Reserve 54. 


AUDEN, W. H. Wingate, Gifford W. Poetic Drama in the 1930’s: A Study of the 
Plays of T. S. Eliot and WHA. Cornell 54. 


AUSTIN, M. H. McClanahan, Muriel H. Aspects of Southwestern Regionalism in 
the Prose Works of MHA. Pittsburgh 40. 

Rasco, Edna M. A Psychograph of MHA. Boston. 

Wynn, Dudley T. A Critical Study of the Writings of MHA, 1868-1934. NY 40. 


BABBITT, IRVING Bode, Adolf. Die amerikanische Zivilisation im Urteil von IBs 
Humanismus. Berlin 42. 

McKean, Keith. Ethical Judgments in the Criticism of IB, Paul Elmer More, and 
Yvor Winters. Mich. 50. 

Schorsch, Robert S. IB and Rousseauism. Notre Dame P 40. 

Warren, Howard B. IB and Paul Elmer More: A Comparison. Drew R 40. 


BACHELLER, IRVING Samuels, Charles E. IB: A Critical Biography. Syracuse 
53: 

BAGBY, G. W. King, J. L. Dr. GWB: A Study in Virginian Literature, 1850-1880. 
Columbia 27. 

BAKER, G. P. Kinne, Wisner P. GPB: Scholar, Teacher, Dramatist. Harvard 52. 

BALDWIN, J. G. Stewart, S. Boyd. JGB. Vanderbilt 41. 

BALLOU, ADIN Padelford, Philip S. AB and the Hopedale Community. Yale H 42. 

BANCROFT, GEORGE Duley, Eleanor I. GB, Diplomat. Radcliffe H 39. 

Levin, David. Literary and Moral Attitudes in B, Prescott, Motley, and Parkman. 
Harvard A 55. 


See Mendelson, s.v. LIT. NATIONALISM. 
Nye, Russel B. The Mind and Art of GB. Wis 40. 


BARKER, J. N. Musser, Paul H. JNB (1784-1858), with a Reprint of His Comedy 
Tears and Smiles. Pa 28. 
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BARLOW, JOEL Cantor, Milton. The Life of JB. Columbia H 54. 

Joseph, Leah S. JB’s Position in the Controversy on the French Revolution. Chicago. 

Thomas, Macklin. The Idea of Progress in the Writings of Franklin, Freneau, B, and 
Rush. Wis 38. 

Zinser, Hans. Studien zu JBs Columbiad. Giessen 44. 

Zunder, Theodore A. JB: His Life and Works up to 1790. Yale 27. 


BARRY, PHILIP Hamm, Gerald C. The Dramas of PB. Pa A 46. 
Osborne, C. Eugene. A Critical Analysis of the Plays of PB. Denver 54. 


BARTRAM, JOHN Earnest, Ernest P. The Two Bartrams: A Chapter in the 
Cultural History of America. Princeton 36. 


BARTRAM, WILLIAM See Earnest, s.v. BARTRAM, J. 
Fagin, N. Bryllion. WB: Interpreter of the American Landscape. Johns Hopkins 31. 


BEHRMAN, S.N. Levin, Milton. SNB: The Operation and Dilemmas of the Comic 
Spirit. Mich. 


BELASCO, DAVID Batcheller, Joseph D. DB. Minn S 42. 
Forde, Gladys I. DB: An Evaluation of the Man and His Contributions to American 
Theatrical History. Western Reserve S 55. 


BELLAMY, EDWARD Bowman, Sylvia E. Le Développement des idées d’EB. 
Paris 52. 

MacNair, Everett H. Soft Spoken Prophet: EB and the Nationalist Movement. 
Columbia P 53. 

Schiffman, Joseph. EB: Literary Aspects of an Original Mind. NY A 51. 


BENET, S. V. Donner-Esch, Jane. Amerika im Spiegel von SVBs John Brown’s 
Body. Berlin 40 publ. 

Lewis, Mary D. SVB: His Major Work, His Preparation for It, and a Bibliography 
of His Writings. Ill 53. 

Maddocks, Gladys L. SVB: A Modern Interpreter of American Tradition. Tex 49. 


BEVERIDGE, A. J. Ross, Herold T. The Oratorical Career of AJB. Iowa S 32. 


BIERCE, AMBROSE Behrens, Robert H. AB (1842-1914). Ttibingen 51. 

Flinn, Eugene C. AB and the Journalization of the American Short Story. St. John’s 
(Brooklyn) 54. 

Grenander, Mary E. The Critical Theories of AB. Chicago 49, 

Sheller, H. Lynn. The Satire of AB, Its Objects, Forms, Devices, and Origins. So 
Cal 45. 


BIRD, R. M. Foust, Clement E. The Life and Dramatic Works of RMB. Pa 17. 
Rule, Henry B. The Life and Works of RMB. Colo. 


BISHOP, J. P. Bier, Jesse. A Critical Biography of JPB. Princeton 56. 


BOKER, G. H. Bradley, E. Sculley. GHB: Poet and Patriot. Pa 25. 
McCoy, Donald E. GHB: A Re-examination. Kan. 


BOUCICAULT, DION Andersen, Jesse M. DB: Man of the Theatre. Chicago 26. 
Folland, Harold. The Plays of DB. Harvard 40. 

Orr, Lynn E. DB and the Nineteenth-Century Theater. La S 53. 

Tolson, Julius H. DB. Pa 51. 


BOURNE, RANDOLPH Filler, Louis. RB. Columbia H 44. 
BOYD, JAMES See Bertram, s.v. FICTION: Novel. 


BOYESEN, H. H. Glasrud, Clarence A. HHB: A Biographical and Critical Study. 
Harvard 53. 


BRACKENRIDGE, H. H. Newlin, Claude M. The Life and Writings of HHB. 
Harvard 29. 
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BRADFORD, ANDREW DeArmond, Anna J. AB. Pa 47. 


BRADFORD, GAMALIEL Capon, Reginald L. GB as Literary Critic, with Particu- 
lar Reference to Elizabethan Drama. Boston 55. 

Maikoski, Matthew J. GB: Psychographer. Pittsburgh 54. 

Murphy, Irene. The Plays of GB in Relation to Some of His Other Work. Kan 53. 


BRANN, W. C. Randolph, John W. The Apostle of the Devil: A Biography of 
WCB. Vanderbilt 38. 


BROMFIELD, LOUIS Brown, Morrison. LB: A Critical Biography. Pa State 55. 
Zipser, Gerda. Die Schilderung der Frau in den Romanen von LB. Vienna 51. 


BROOKS, V. W. Steinlein, Leo J. The Critical Theories of VWB. NY E 48. 
Traub, Shimon. The Critical Career of VWB. NY. 


BROUGHAM, JOHN Hawes, David S. JB as American Playwright and Man of the 
Theatre. Stanford 54. 


BROWN, C. B. Berthoff, Warner B. The Literary Career of CBB. Harvard A 54. 

Clark, David L. CBB. Columbia 23. 

Fricke, Max. CBBs Leben und Werke. Kiel 11 publ. 

Just, Walter. Die romantische Bewegung in der amerikanischen Literatur: B, Poe, 
Hawthorne: Ein Beitrag zur Geschichte der Romantik. Munster 10 publ. 

See Miller, s.v. FICTION. 


BROWNE, C. F. Reed, John. Artemus Ward: A Critical Study. Iowa 55. 


BROWNELL, H. H. Brown, G. Victor. The Poems of HHB, Selected and Anno- 
tated with a Biographical and Critical Introduction. NY 26. 


BROWNELL, W.C. Allen, Glen O. WCB, Critic. Cornell 51. 
Campbell, Harry M. A Criticism of the Works of WCB. Vanderbilt 42. 
Fletcher, Frank. The Critical Values of WCB. Mich 51. 

Tang, Me-tsung K. WCB, Literary Adviser: A Monograph. Pa 46. 


BROWNSON, ORESTES Conroy, Paul R. OAB: American Political Philosopher. 
St. Louis H 37. 

Corrigan, Sister M. Felicia. Some Social Principles of OAB. Catholic Soc 39. 

Daley, Brother John E. OAB and Transcendentalism. Fordham P 55. 

See Drummond, s.v. RELIGION. 

Farrell, Rev. Bertin B. OB and the Existence of God. Catholic R 50. 

Hollis, Charles C. The Literary Criticism of OB. Mich 54. 

McCarthy, Leonard, S. J. Rhetoric in the Works of OB. Fordham. 

Michel, Virgil G. The Critical Principles of OAB. Catholic 18. 

Roemer, Lawrence. The Political Philosophy of OB. Loyola (Chicago) PS 47. 

Whalen, Sister Mary R. G. Some Aspects of the Influence of OAB on His Contem- 
poraries. Notre Dame 34. 


BRYANT, W.C. Bryant, William C., I]. B: The Middle Years: A Study in Cul- 
tural Fellowship. Columbia 54. 

McDowell, Tremaine. WCB. Yale 27. 

Otto, Walter. WCBs poetische Werke und Ubersetzungen. Leipzig 02. 

Pfennig, Hazel T. Periodical Literary Criticism, 1800-1865: A Study of the Book 
Reviews from 1800 to the Close of the Civil War, Dealing with the Successive 
Works of Irving, Cooper, B, Poe, Hawthorne, and Thoreau, Which Appeared in 
American Publications within the Lifetime of the Individual Authors. NY 32. 

Ringe, Donald A. Poetry and the Cosmos: WCB. Harvard 54. 


BUCK, PEARL Kreuchel, Elfriede. Die Stellung der Frau in PBs China-Romanen. 


Vienna 50. 
Magnus, Ilse. PB. Kiel 54. 
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BUCKMINSTER, J. S. Simpson, Lewis P. The Era of JSB: Life and Letters in the 
Boston-Cambridge Community, 1800-1815. Tex 48. 


BURKE, KENNETH Holland, Laura V. Aristotelianism in the Rhetorical Theory 
of KB. Ill S 54. 
Knox, George A. KB as a Literary Theorist and Critic. Wash 54. 


BURROUGHS, JOHN Wolfson, Melvin. JB: A Re-examination. Iowa. 


BUSHNELL, HORACE Boorman, John A. A Comparative Study of the Theory of 
Human Nature as Expressed by Jonathan Edwards, HB, and William Adams 
Brown, Representative American Protestant Thinkers of the Past Three Cen- 
turies. Columbia R 54. 

Cross, Barbara M. HB and New England Religion in the Mid-Nineteenth Century. 
Harvard A. 


BYRD, WILLIAM Beatty, Richmond C. WB of Westover. Vanderbilt 32. 


CABELL, J. B. Bellamy, John E. JBC: A Critical Study of His Reputation. Ill 54. 

See Edmondson, s.v. FICTION. 

Rothman, Julius L. A Glossarial Index to the “Biography of the Life of Manuel.” 
Columbia 54. 

Wells, Arvin. JBC and the Comic Spirit. Mich. 


CABLE, G. W. Butcher, Philip. GWC as a Social Critic. Columbia 56. 

Ekstrom, Kjell. GWC: A Study of His Early Life and Work. Uppsala 50. 

Friedl, Ute. Die Erziehung des Lokalkolorits in den Werken von S. O. Jewett, GWC, 
und F. Bret Harte. Graz 53. 

See Hierth, s.v. GLASGOW. 

Pugh, Griffith T. GWC: A Critical Biography. Vanderbilt 44. 

Walston, Rosa L. GWC: A Critical Study. Duke 31. 


CAHAN, ABRAHAM Pollock, Theodore M. AC: A Critical Biography. Columbia. 


CALDWELL, ERSKINE Cater, Althea C. Social Attitudes in Five Contemporary 
Southern Novelists: EC, William Faulkner, Ellen Glasgow, Caroline Gordon, and 
T. S. Stribling. Mich 46. 

Rosenthal, Gisela. EC: Wesen und Grenzen seiner Kunst. Berlin (H) 52. 


CALVERT, G. H. Everson, Ida G. GHC, American Literary Pioneer. Columbia 43. 


CAREY, MATHEW bBradsher, Earl L. MC: Editor, Author, and Publisher: A 
Study in American Literary Development. Columbia 12. 

Rowe, Kenneth W. MC: A Study in American Economic Development. Johns Hop- 
kins 33. 


CARITAT, HOCQUET Raddin, George Y., Jr. HC: Enlightenment and Cosmo- 
politanism in Federal New York. Columbia 50. 


CARTWRIGHT, PETER Agnew, Theodore L. PC and His Times: The First Fifty 
Years, 1785-1835. Harvard H 53. 


CARUTHERS, W. A. Davis, Curtis C. Chronicler of the Cavaliers, the Career and 
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